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TREE
HOUSE
01 SOLAR COLLECTOR
02	 THIN FILM PHOTOVOLTAIC SKIN FOR WATER HEATING
03 WATER STORAGE
04 RAINWATER HARVESTING
05 NATURALVENTING
06 EYELID SHADING
07 SOLAR POWERED FUNICULAR LIFT
08 GREYWATER RECYCLING

BIRD ISLAND
KUALA LUMPUR MALAYSIA

SMC
ALSOP

BIRD
ISLAND

WHETHER CREATING 
NEW BUILDINGS OR 
INTERVENTIONS TO 
ADJACENT HISTORIC 
STRUCTURES,
SPARCH’S EXPERTISE 
LIES IN THINKING AND 
EXECUTING STIMULATING 
ARCHITECTURAL 
SOLUTIONS.

BUILT
PEDAGOGY

INSTITUTE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION (ITE) COLLEGE WEST, SINGAPORE

CLARKE QUAY WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT IN HISTORIC 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT, SINGAPORE

LASELLE COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
SINGAPORE

RAFFLES CITY OFFICE FOYER, BEIJING

The close relationship of the building with the garden space 

The campus is arranged as a sequence of related architectural incidents 

It is important that ITE does not turn its back on its immediate environment, 

that can be enjoyed independently or as a single experience.

builds into the experience multiple opportunities for break out and student community interaction.
The buildings literally open up into the garden spaces through its 

use of glass, ‘student living rooms’, and open verandahs for informal gatherings.

wherever possible whilst maintaining strict security measures the campus has been 
designed to be open, embracing the community within which it sits.
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FRONT ENTRANCE (VIEW FROm LRT)

The new city campus aims to erase the boundaries between art and the city, art and the everyday, art and the institution. 
Spaces embrace existing rhythms of everyday life and everyday habits to create a friendly and interactive city art school. 
Spaces are soft and pliable and are continually shaped and re-shaped by changing needs of students, faculty and visitors. 

A pavilion building within the context of the new Pudong Cultural Park, a new 
public destination in the south east of Shanghai. The new parkland presents the 
opportunity to celebrate the waterways and transform the landscape into an 
‘Ecology Park’, extending the landscape into the heart of the scheme, setting 
up beautiful visual connections between reading rooms and courtyard gardens.

SPARCH’S PROJECTS 
MEET NOT ONLY THE 
ASPIRATIONS OF OUR 
CLIENTS, BUT ARE 
SYMPATHETIC TO THE 
SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL 
AND INTELLECTUAL 
IMPACT ON THE URBAN 
ENVIRONMENT

LASELLE COLLEGE OF THE ARTS, SINGAPORE

PUDONG LIBRARY, SHANGHAI

INSTITUTE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION (ITE) COLLEGE WEST, SINGAPORENOT A PENTHOUSE, TIANJIN, CHINA

LASELLE IS NOT A BRICK WALL
LASELLE IS NOT AN ISLAND

IT IS AN UMBRELLA
A LANDSCAPE

A SHOP WINDOW
A DISCOVERED SPACE

THE
ACADEMIC
ENVIRONMENT



PATHWAY

CLUBHOUSE

01 STAINLESS STEEL ARTIFICIAL TREE CANOPY 
(MIRROR FINISH)

02 STAINLESS STEEL FACETED WALL 
(MIRROR FINISH)

03 STEPPING STONES 
(COLOURED MOSAIC TILE FINISH)

04 SHALLOW POOL OF BLACK WATER
(REFLECTING POND)

01 ELEVATED CHAIRS
02 STAINLESS STEEL FACETED WALL (MIRROR FINISH)
03 SALTWATER SWIMMING POOL (MOSAIC TILE FINISH)
04 SHADING CANOPY

SECTIONS

DESIGN
STUDIO
SPARCH INVESTIGATES 
HOW THE CREATION OF  
ARCHITECTURAL SPACE, 
THE INTERPRETATION 
OF A BRIEF AND 
CLIENT DIALOGUE 
CAN BE DRAWN 
TOGETHER SEAMLESSLY 
USING APPROPRIATE 
COMMUNICATION AND 
3-DIMENSIONAL FORM
CONCEPT SKETCHES FOR BIRD ISLAND, KUALA LUMPUR

A relief program providing long term support and recovery, 
to communities devastated by the May 12th earthquake, in 
the Sichuan Province of China.  Community Flowers achieves 
this goal through an innovative, fast and cost effective way – 
converting shipping containers into community support facilities 
and delivering them direct to the affected sites, identified and 
agreed through consultation with the Local Government. 

As volunteers, Architects SPARCH supported by Arup 
Engineers and RFR Façade Engineers, developed the designs for 
converting shipping containers into Education, Training, Health 
and Recovery Facilities, converging on the 5 functions most 
urgently required and identified with the Local Government.  
These are 1. Training Classrooms 2. Libraries 3. Medical Health 
Clinics 4. Children’s Nurseries and 5. Counseling Rooms. 

For more information please visit www.handsonchengdu.org

‘OASIS OF DELIGHTS’, CITY PROMANADE, DUBAIPUDONG LIBRARY, SHANGHAI

HANDS-ON CHENGDU “COMMUNITY FLOWERS”, CHINA

LEARNING BOX
PLAN

ZERO 
ENERGY
HOUSE

WHITE
HOUSE

BIRD
HOUSE

OUR
HOUSE

COURTYARD
HOUSE

BRIDGE
HOUSE

DECK
HOUSE

CLUB
HOUSE

PLAY
HOUSE

TREE
HOUSE

GUEST
HOUSE

THREE-ROOM
HOUSE

TO CARPARK

TO CARPARK



CFD MODELLING-ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING,NATURAL 
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SECTION BB

LIVING
BUILDING

VISION CITY, KUALA LUMPUR

INSTITUTE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION, COLLEGE WEST, SINGAPORE

VENTILATION AT CLARKE QUAY

The landscape contributes to the formation of student culture, 
to human well-being and consolidation of identity;

The buildings are designed as another layer topography 
they are effectively an extension of the landscape

ONE OF ARCHITECTURE’S 
MOST CRITICAL TASKS IS TO 
ESTABLISH A RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN BUILDINGS, SITE 
AND ITS ENVIRONMENT

ITE COLLEGE WESTCONCEPTSKETCHALHAMBRA EFFECT

LONGITUDINAL SECTION THROUGH COURTYARD

LOUNGES

CONTINUITY OF LANDSCAPE
WITH SUNKEN COURTYARD
SEMI CLIMATISED ENVIRONMENT UNDER ROOF 
WORKSPACES WITH EXTERNAL GALLERY LINK

COURTYARD

NATURALLY VENTILATED COURTARD

SMC

ALSOPA

HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY



SMC

ALSOP
SMC

ALSOPCAPABILITY
& PROCESS

CLIENT REFERENCE: 
CAPITALAND
RECENTLY COMPLETED PROJECT:
RAFFLES CITY, BEIJING, CHINA

EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE: 
06 JUNE 2009

SHANGHAI KISS, COLLABORATION WITH ARUP

RAFFLES CITY BEIJING CLUBHOUSE ROOF GARDEN

SENSITIVE URBAN TRANSFORMATIONS

COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION WORKSHOPS/DIALOGUE
CLARKE QUAY SINGAPORE

SCHOOL-OF-THE-FUTURE WORKSHOP, GREENHOPE SCHOOL, CHINA

COMPLEX GEOMETRIES: CONCEPTUALIZATION TO REALISATION

This big bird here 
is what i think 
the school of the 
future should 
look like.

COLLABORATION

RAFFLES CITY NIGHT SCENE

HOSTING STUDENTS

ATRIUM CRYSTAL LOTUS

CREATIVE WORKSHOP WITH INDIA’S ALIENS GROUP
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architects

designers

retailers

personalities

f

redefining

Variety is 
the name 
of the game 
for British 
architect 
stephen pimBley, 
as he seeks out 
to carVe out 
a new mall 
typology.

09 august 2008

A R C H I T E C T S m c a l S o p E n g l A n d

This page, from left: Artist’s impression of 
Vision City in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Stephen 

Pimbley, Director of SMC Alsop. 

Opposite page: One of Stephen Pimbley’s projects 
in Zhabei, Shanghai. 

“there iS a move towardS changing the 
layering and naming of SpaceS, So that the 
higher you go, the more you have to Spend.”

10august 2008
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A r c h i t e c t u r e  ·  c u h K  ·  L e c t u r e

Thursday 19.03.2009

18:00 – 19:30

Exhibition zone D

5th floor

Wong Foo Yuan Building

StePheN PiMBLeY

It would seem that architects are rather frightened of saying what they 

believe in and are perhaps too fond of hiding behind a virtual tool or a 

process instead focused on designing an image rather than a building or 

space. We are all seduced by images but should apply a set of values 

and judgments to the work we are commissioned to undertake. Good 

architecture and design is founded on ideas and not just the fashion for 

new shapes, the singular building or the city icon. Ideas should inform our 

approach to the design of cities and their spaces as we fulfill their con-

stant need for regeneration to meet the demands of the future. We can 

do better than decamping to Xanadu inspired utopias that advertise 

their philosophy with notions of a carbon free future. Stephen Pimbley ex 

partner of Will Alsop now principal of Sparch will discuss this illustrated 

by projects he has worked on since 1984.

reiNVeNtiNG PuBLic SPAce

MERIT
MAKING POSITIVE, INSPIRATIONAL AND 
SENSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
WORLD AROUND US

SHANGHAI KISS, ICONIC RIDE PROPOSAL RAFFLES CITY MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT, BEIJING CLARKE QUAY, SINGAPORE











 


 



 


 

SPARCH was founded in 2008 but had already established itself in an 
earlier incarnation as one of the Asia’s foremost architectural firms, with 
over 80 employees based in studios in Beijing, Shanghai, Singapore, UAE, 
India and Kuala Lumpur.

SPARCH is a studio of highly creative and imaginative architects and 
designers, committed to designing buildings, spaces and places which 
are as striking and innovative as they are socially, economically and 
environmentally responsible.

SPARCH is a different kind of architectural practice where innovation 
and creativity is not stifled by a single voice and dogmatic hierarchy. 
We try to engender a stimulating and energetic working atmosphere 
in which teams focus on producing exciting, cutting edge buildings that 
enhance the lives of those who use them.

We search for opportunity in every project, and pursue a pragmatic, 
analytical and communicative working method to produce a responsive, 
thoughtful architecture. 

Our architectural aesthetic is shaped by our working method and a 
professional legacy of contemporary design expression infused with an 
infectious curiosity of the world that surrounds us. A no rules process 
with a delight and acceptance of what is uncovered by the doing and 
testing. 

If a design concept is clear and logical, the resulting building will express 
this energy in a way that is surprising and enjoyable to use. 

We enjoy working with anybody who shares our belief that architecture 
should make a positive, inspirational and sensitive contribution to the 
world around us.

We embrace but are not restricted by technology in the way that ideas 
are inspired or generated, we use whatever we tools we can in a constant 
search to bring us close to the sophistication, evolution and intelligence 
of structures and organisms that exist in the natural world.

We endeavour to articulate design proposals that draw on our exposure 
to the world and its myriad of influences. We use this exposure as our 
own personal lexicon for story telling and cultural credibility. 

This is the SPARCH tool box that contains a growing miscellany of 
apparatus that allows us to communicate through our projects a unique 
response to space, colour, texture and the built environment. 

PUBLIC
TALKS

WEB & 
PRINT




